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We are delighted that you are joining us and our honored guests, Vice
Premier Deng Xiaoping of the People’s Republic of China and
Madame Zhuo Lin, for this ‘Performance of Atnerican Arts’ at the
John F. Kennedy Center.

The performing arts in America are far too rich and varied to be
presented in a single evening. But we hope that tonight’s performance
will at least suggest some of the richness and variety—and that in
doing so, it will contribute to friendship and understanding between
the peoples of the United States and China.
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The National Council for US-China Trade and its member firms are
honored and pleased to sponsor this Performance of American Arts.

We welcome Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping and his party on the historic
occasion of their official visit to this country, following the normaliza-
tion of diplomatic relations between the People’s Republic of China
and the United States of America.

Since our inception nearly six years ago, the National Council has
consistently pressed for normalized Sino-US relations. Now, with new
horizons, we look forward to fruitful and endurmg ties with the
People’s Republic of China.

On this momentous occasion, the National Council reaffirms its com-
mitment to the expansion of American trade with China, which we
trust will contribute to China’s four modernizations.

We hope this evening’s program is enjoyed by our Chinese guests in
the sincere spirit in which it is intended.

We salute our Chinese friends!

Joun C. BRIZENDINE CHRrisTOPHER H. PHILLIPS
Chairman President

Www%
WiLLiaM A. HEwrITT
Program Chairman

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR US-CHINA TRADE
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A Performance of American Arts

Produced by
GEORGE STEVENS, JR.

Artists and ensembles appearing on the program

EUBIE

The Company of the Broadway show based
on the music of Eubie Blake

RUDOLF SERKIN
JOHN DENVER

RODEO
The Robert Joffrey Ballet Company,
with choreography by Agnes de Mille
to the musical score of Aaron Copland

The Kennedy Center Orchestra
under the direction of Nick Perito

The broadcasting of this event on Public Television
from WETA is made possible by a grant from
Atlantic Richfield Company
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EUBIE

One of this season's most popular Broadway shows, Ewbie is a lively, spirited revoe
celebrating the hit songs of the black American composer Eubie Blake. An excerpt from
Eubie is performed tonight.

In 1921, Blake and his partners made theatrical history when their show Shuffle Along
opened on Broadway. It was the first American musical written, performed, produced and
directed by American blacks, and brought attention to talented performers such as
Josephine Baker and Paul Robeson. Several of the numbers in Exbie are taken from Shuffle
Along, including I'm Just Wild Abont Harry, which became widely known as Democrat
Harry S. Truman’s theme song during the 1948 presidential campaign,

Born of slave parents in Baltimore in 1883, Eubie Blake celebrates his 96th birthday on
February 7.

RUDOLF SERKIN

It was in Washington, D.C., that pianist Rudolf Serkin first performed for an American
audience, when he played at the Coolidge Festival in the Library of Congress in 1933. Born
in Bohemia, now part of Czechoslovakia, in 1903, Serkin studied piano with Professor
Richard Robert, and composition with Joseph Marx and Arnold Schoenberg. At age twelve
he made his debut with the Vienna Symphony Orchestra, with which he frequently per-
formed in his early career. Now an American citizen, Serkin lives with his wife in Vermont.
He is a recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

JOHN DENVER

John Denver is one of the most popular American recording stars to have emerged from
the 1970s. He has won a wide audience with his songs that express an appreciation for the
beauties of nature and a love for his fellow man.

Denver was born on December 31, 1943, in Roswell, New Mexico. He attended college
at Texas Tech and planned to become an architect, but was bitten by the folksinging bug.
In the mid-1960s, he moved to Los Angeles where he supported himself as a draftsman by
day and honed his singing skills in coffee houses at night. For three years he sang with the
Chad Mitchell Trio, then left to become a solo performer. Leaving on a Jet Plane, a song he
wrote for his first album, later became a major hit for Peter, Paul, and Mary.

Denver's own first successful single, recorded in 1972, was Take Me Home, Country
Roads. During the last seven years, he has had several other hit singles and albums. A
frequent performer on television, his special An Evening with John Denver won an Emmy
award as the best musical variety special of the 1974-75 season. In 1977, Denver made his
acting debut in the film Oh God!

RODEO

Rodeo was first performed in 1942 at New York’s Metropolitan Opera House. Composed
by Aaron Copland and choreographed by Agnes de Mille, Rodeo tells a love story seton a
ranch in the American West.

At a Saturday-night square dance, a defiantly unfeminine cowgirl runs away after seeing
the Head Wrangler, on whom she has a crush, dancing closely with another girl. The
cowgirl returns, but in place of customary jeans and shirt, she has donned a dress for the
first time and, in her hair, wears a pretty bow. The tomboy’s blossoming into a beautiful
woman astonishes everyone—now there is competition to dance with the former wallflower.

The Joffrey Ballet specializes in innovative forms of dance, especially those of the post-
Diaghilev period (after 1928). A repertory company, the Joffrey tours major American
cities for about sixteen weeks each year and spends several weeks performing in its home
base of New York City.




A Performance of American Arts

Directed by
Don Mischer

Consultant to the Producer

William O. Harbach

Creative Consultant

Jack Masey

Associate Producer

Jack Seifert

Production Coordinator

David Nash

Scenic Design
Brian Bartholomew

Design Consultants
Chermayeff and Geismar Associates

Assistants to the Producer
Christine Lamentia
Gretchen Nelson
Kathy Keane
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George Stevens, ]r.
extends his special thanks to
Nick Vanoff

The producers and the National Council for US-China Trade are
extremely grateful to:

Ron Abbott Martin Feinstein Ashton Springer
Judith St. Aubin Stanley Greeson Roger L. Stevens
Howell Begle Mike Hsu Jerry Weintraub
Vicki Carter Robert Joffrey William Whitson
Ward Chamberlain  Tom Kendrick Sam Woo

Agnes de Mille Seymour Lipkin Henry Young

Gerry Slater
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MEMBER FIRMS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR
US-CHINA TRADE CONTRIBUTING TO

ACLI International Incorporated
Agrico Chemical Company
Allied Chemical Corporation
Allis-Chalmers Corporation
Aluminum Company of America
American Cyanamid Company
American Express Company
American International Group Inc.
American Standard Inc.

Armco, Inc.

Arthur Andersen & Co.

Associated Metals and Minerals
Corporation

Atlantic Richfield Company
Baker World Trade, Inc.
Bank of America

The Bendix Corporation
Bethlehem Steel Corporation
The Boeing Company

CMI Corporation

Cabot Corporation

Caltex Petroleum Corporation
Cameron Tron Works, Inc.
The Carborundum Company
Caterpillar Tractor Company
Celanese Corporation

The Chase Manhattan Bank, N. A.
Chemical Bank

Christensen, Inc.

Citibank N. A.

Cities Service Company
Clark Equipment Company
The Coca-Cola Company

The Continental Can Company, Inc.

Combustion Engineering, Inc.
Continental-Emsco Company

THIS EVENT

Continental Grain Company

Continental Illinois National Bank and
Trust Company of Chicago

Continental Oil Company
Cook Industries, Inc.

Cooper Energy Services
Corning Glass Works

Crocker National Bank

Deere & Company

The Dow Chemical Company
Dravo Corporation

Dresser Industries, Inc.

E. I du Pont de Nemours & Company
The East Asiatic Company, Inc.

Engelhard Minerals & Chemicals
Corporation

Enserch Corporation

Euclid, Inc.

Exxon Corporation

FMC Corporation

The First National Bank of Chicago

Fluor Corporation

Ford Motor Company

Foremost-McKesson, Inc.

Gardner-Denver Company

General Electric Company

General Motors Corporation

Getty Oil Company

W. R. Grace & Company

Gulf Oil Corporation

The Hanna Mining Company

Harnischfeger International Corporation

International Business Machines
Corporation

International Telephone and Telegraph
Corporation

Ingersoll-Rand Company




International Harvester Company

S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc.

Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical
Corporation

Kohler Company

Koppers Company, Inc.

Liggett Group Inc.

Eli Lilly and Company

Lockheed Corporation

McDonnell Douglas Corporation

McGraw-Hill Publications Company

Manufacturers Hanover Trust Company

Marine Midland Bank

Mens Wear International

Merrill Lynch & Company, Inc.

Miles Laboratories, Inc.

Mobil Corporation

Monsanto Company

Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of
New York

NCR Corporation

NL Industries, Inc.

The Northern Trust Company
Northwest Airlines, Inc.

Pan American World Airways, Inc.
J. C. Penney Company, Inc.
Pennzoil Company

PepsiCo Inc.

Pfizer Inc.

The Philadelphia National Bank
Philip Morris Inc.

Phillips Petroleum Company
Pullman Kellogg

RCA Corporation

Rexnord Inc., Nordberg Machinery
Group

Rockwell International Corporation
Security Pacific National Bank
Shell Oil Company

The Singer Company

SmithKline Corporation

Sperry Rand Corporation

Stewart & Stevenson Services, Inc.
TRW Inc.

Tenneco Inc.

Texaco Inc.

Textron Inc.

UOP Inc.

Union Oil Company of California
United States Steel Corporation
United Technologies International
Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Weyerhaeuser Company

Young & Rubicam Inc,
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The Bendix Corporation

William Anderson
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President
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3 Chairman
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President
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President

International Trade Development
ACLI International, Inc.

William W. Morison
President and Chief Executive Officer
Foremost-McKesson, Inc.

J. Ray Pace
President
Baker World Trade, Inc.

Harold Potchtar
President
Toscany Imports Ltd.

Kurt E. Reinsberg
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David Rockefeller
Chairman of the Board
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Milton F. Rosenthal
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Fluor Corporation

C. William Verity, Jr.
Chairman
Armco Steel Corporation
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Chairman
Mobil Oil Corporation
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TAKE ME HOME, COUNTRY ROADS

Almost heaven, West Virginia,

Blue Ridge Mountain, Shenandoah River

Life is old there, older than the trees

Younger than the mountain, blowin’ like a breeze

CHORUS

Country roads, take me home
To the place T belong

West Virginia, mountain mama
Take me home, country road

All my memories gather round her
Finest lady, stranger to blue water
Dark and dusty, painted on the sky
Misty taste of moonshine, teardrop in my eye

CHORUS

I hear her voice,

In the morning hour she calis me

Radio reminds me of my home far away

Drivin’ down the road I get a feelin’

That I should have been home yesterday, yesterday

CHORUS TWICE

Take me home country road
Take me home country road
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH

He was born in the summer of his twenty-seventh year,

Coming home to a place he'd never been before,
He left yesterday beside him

You might say he was born again

You might say he found the key to every door

When he first came to the mountains,

His life was far away. on the road, hangin’ by a song,
But the string’s already broken

And he doesn’t really care

It keeps changin' fast, and it don't last for long

But the Colorado Rocky Mountain high
I've seen it rainin’ fire in the sky

The shadow from the starlight is softer than a lullaby . . .

Rocky Mountain high, Colorado
Rocky Mountain high, Colorado

He climbed to see the mountains

He saw silver clouds below

He saw everything as far as you can see
And they say that he got crazy once

And he tried to touch the sun

And he lost a friend but kept the memory

Now he walks in quiet solitude

The forests and the streams

Seeking grace in every step he takes

His sight has turned inside himself

To try and understand

The serenity of a clear blue mountain lake

And the Colorado Rocky Mountain high
I've seen it rainin’ fire in the sky

Talk to God and listen to the casual reply
Rocky Mountain high, Colorado

Rocky Mountain high, Colorado

Now his life is full of wonder

But his heart still knows some fear

Of a simple thing he cannot comprehend
Why they try to tear the mountain down
To bring in a couple more

More people, more scars upon the land

And the Colorade Rocky Mountain high
I've seen it rainin’ fire in the sky
Though he'd be a poorer man

If he never saw an eagle fly

Rocky Mountain high. Colorado
Rocky Mountain high

I've seen it rainin’ fire in the sky
Friends around the camphre
And everybody's high

Rocky Mountain high. Colorado
Rocky Mountain high, Colorado
Rocky Mountain high. Colorado
Rocky Mountain high. Colorado
Rocky Mountain high,

Rocky Mountain high. Colorado
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With the compliments of John Denver
and the National Council for U S -China Trade.
Kennedy Center Gala, Jannary 29, 1979
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BACK HOME AGAIN

There's a storm across the valley

Clouds are rollin’ in

The afternoon is heavy on your shoulders
There's a truck out on the four lane

A mile or more away

The whinin’ of his wheels

Just makes it colder

He's an hour away from ridin’

On your prayers up in the sky

And ten days on the road are barely gone
There’s a fire softly burnin’

Supper’s on the stove

But it's the light in your eyes

That makes him warm

CHORUS

Hey it’s good to be back home again
Sometimes this old farm
Feels like a long-lost friend
Yes 'n hey, it's good to be back home again
There’s all the news to tell him
How'd you spend your time
What's the latest thing
The neighbors say
And your mother called last Friday
“Sunshine’” made her cry
You felt the baby move just yesterday

CHORUS

Oh the time that I can lay

This tired old body down

Feel your fingers feather soft upon me
The kisscs that T live for

The love that lights my way

The happiness that livin® with you brings me
It's the sweetest thing T know of

Just spending time with you

It's the little things

That make a house a home

Like a fire softly burnin’

And supper on the stove

The light in your eyes that makes me warm

CHORUS
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I had an uncle name of Matthew
Was his father's only boy E

Born just south of Colby, Kansas . %‘?}'X% *%T% é%ﬁﬂl % Hﬂé;‘j ﬁji‘
He was his mother’s pride and joy ‘ fX\ -’% Ef;] /Yjé .?r. _E}r- ./% ﬂ!g % %

CHORUS | N R
Yes and fO)’ was just a thing i iﬁf%%ftﬂ%g ;’k/"]:\ }‘ké El]%i’¥/ﬁﬁ %%‘%—
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Love was just a way to live and die
e EEW  SaTUAT R
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All the stories that he told me
Back when I was just a lad

All the memories that he gave me Alé];%l }R%% kf‘}l‘j % %\'{‘ &@?ﬁﬁ%ﬂk%
All the good times that he had =) %-F g? :%-E. %E %%’. #\])ﬁ ﬂ%_‘:

Growin’ up a Kansas farm boy

Li.fc. is', most.ly havin: fun &éﬁfﬁ%%ﬁih Iﬁ 7}(5- /L}\é}i@]%#/ﬁﬁ%% [ﬁ_
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And I'm told some years were lean
They had a storm in "47

A twister came and stripped ‘em clean ‘g]{%ﬂﬂ%%ﬁ T % E] ~ 3%)\\ 5 % H
He lost the farm and lost his family ﬁ‘a‘& T %’%2??’3%% %ﬁ %ﬁﬁfiﬁﬁi@gﬁ’ﬂ '%— Ny

He lost the wheat and lost his home

But bc found‘the family bible —%’f 7&7&%&1& ﬁ)ﬂ] i EJ% RE SR }&%EIH #}:
A faith as solid as a stone ﬁ%?&ﬂ%f%ﬁ &;&Tﬁk#ﬂ%ﬂﬂi

CHORUS
So he came to live at our house E ‘F —% /@Lﬂﬂ$‘ j{] Hﬂﬁk"" EH’]
And he came to work the land N )
He came to ear;e my datddy's burden H jE T # d)g? J %E%%% #\J}% H%—]:‘
nd he came to be my friend :
?0 Idtirote thiz down onr Matthew —&L‘ é %j%%ﬁj Gl }i Fk g‘ }Aé §|] }E#ﬁ %—% ‘%
And it’s for him this song is sung H }H % H :IL‘E"G% é’]ﬁfﬁ EHE "R % R R i
Ridin' on his daddy’s shoulders
Behind a mule beneath the sun éjﬁﬁ }%%ﬁgiﬁ- 5 5[//( E— }Aé ?J . #5&‘ %% ;l%
CHORUS TWICE FMZHEZER FEERFENEX
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“US-China Trade.” Calligraphy by Chinese
Minister of Culture Huang Chen, former
Chief of the Liaison Office of the People’s
Republic of China, Washington, D.C.
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